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things in order that we may destroy another
great nation whose airmen, soldiers, sailors and
civilians are also displaying superb gallantry and
endurance.   These virtues, we maintain, have
been commandeered  on  false  pretences;  they
are vainly sacrificed on the altar of a creed which
maintains  that   there  is   no   higher   authority
than the State. Believing, now, that force is the
only method of extinguishing so false a doctrine,
we have called upon our finest qualities in order
that grief, terror and despair may be inflicted
not only upon a hostile Government, but upon
the unhappy people who accepted it.   The out-
come of our nobility can only be their greater
suffering, their more prolonged or deal.

It may be that now we have no alternative
but to fight on against the men and women
who have endorsed and practised the militar-
istic creed which forces us to perfect the arts
of destruction.   It  may be  that we  have no
choice but to convert those conquered  coun-
tries which were once our friends into starving
hostages whose clamorous needs will cause them
to rise against their conqueror.   But I who so
dearly love my country and so deeply admire
its brave imperturbable people, refuse to admit
that I am joining the defeatists when I inquire
what would have happened if all the energy,
courage and resourcefulness which is now dedi-
cated to the work of destruction, had been given